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company after the receivership, and whose interests were dominant at that time in the board. Morgan had had two or three clashes with Harriman, and it was thought that the latter's election as director without his approval might cause friction. For a time, therefore, the matter was held in abeyance. In September, 1903, the death of Abram S. Hewitt left a vacancy in the board, and Mr. Morgan was informed that it would please the directors if Mr. Harriman could be chosen to fill it. Mr. Morgan expressed neither approval nor disapproval, but merely said that "the matter rested entirely with the board of directors and the president." Thereupon, at a meeting of the board held September 30, 1903, Harriman was elected to fill the vacancy, and a little later (June 28, 1905) he became a member of the executive committee.
As subsequent events proved, the president and directors could not have secured a more valuable adviser and supporter in the great work, which they had already begun, of transforming the Erie into a first-class trunk-line, which could compete, on something like equal terms, with the New York Central and Pennsylvania. The road, at that time, was suffering from a freight-traffic congestion in several parts of the main line where grades were heavy and operating, facilities inadequate. This was partial-